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dent is the deputy of the Minister, and the members the Chapter
Chief of the General Staff and the Chief of the Naval   XVIL
Staff, with the Adjutant-General, the Quartermaster-
General, and the Director, Canadian Air Force, as
assistant members, and a Secretary.
(3) The Commonwealth of Australia has passed
through several stages of development of military
policy. The first period was spent in reorganising the
colonial forces on a national basis, then from 1909
began the period of compulsory training, supplement-
ing the enactments of 1903 and 1904, which provided
for the liability to serve in Australia in war time of all
male inhabitants between eighteen and sixty. The new
system, which was due in large measure to the advice
of Lord Kitchener, extended the possible liability of
compulsory training in peace up to age twenty-six.
This was in process of development when war super-
vened, and brought about the creation for service over-
seas on a voluntary basis of the Australian Imperial
Force. Referenda for conscription were attempted in
1916 and 1917, but failed to secure approval. After the
end of the war, in 1921, a divisional organisation was
worked out with a minimum of permanent staff on the
basis of the units of the Australian Imperial Force. But
in 1922 financial and other considerations brought
about the reduction of the scheme to a nucleus force.
From November 1, 1929, the regime of modified com-
pulsion ceased, and a voluntary basis was adopted,
the nucleus force of 48,000 Citizen Force and 16,000
Senior Cadets being reduced to 35,000 Militia Forces
and 7000 Senior Cadets. The organisation provides for
55 battalions in 14 brigades. Enlistment in the Militia
is open from age eighteen to forty, the period being
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